Polymorphic 33-bp repeats with promoter-like activity in synaptotagmin 11 gene.
In the immediate upstream region of the transcription initiation site of human synaptotagmin 11 gene, we found a tandem repeat of a 33-bp unit with a promoter-like activity. The tandem repeat is apparently polymorphic in the Japanese population as two DNA samples from 60 schizophrenia patients exhibited an increased number (three) of the unit. In a transfection assay using constructs with different numbers of repeats, the promoter-like activity was found to increase with the number of repeating unit.